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It’s being called “History in
the Making” and that’s exactly
what it is. On March 7, six
members of the University’s
Men’s Volleyball team took the
court for the first time in front
of a cheering home crowd.
Coach Bradley Bruns says the
new team is part of an initiative
to add more sports programs
to the University’s Athletic
Department.
“We are adding sports to try
to boost the student population.
The team is club this year, but
we hope to have a full roster
next year,” says Bruns. By the
2007/2008 season, he hopes the
team will be playing NCAA
Division 3 volleyball. “We sort
of hand-picked the team this
year,” Bruns says. Most of the
players play other sports as well,
especially soccer.” The Athletic
Department will begin recruiting
for next year’s team, which
should have 15-16 players on
the roster.
When asked about the
leadership behind the team,
there was no hesitation in Bruns’
response. “Dan Koehler is the
driving force. He’s our best
player and the team really looks
up to him. He played in high
school and was vital in getting
this team together. He knows
what he’s doing and is like
an extension of the coach out
there.” He credits Koehler with
the crowd at the opening game.

“Everyone you see at our first
game is there because of Dan,”
he says. “He really worked hard
to spread the word about the
team.”
The team will play mostly
JV squads this year with
matches
scheduled against
Washington
University,
University of Missouri, and
Saint Louis University, and has
two upcoming matches with
Lindenwood University. Bruns
says this season is just the first
step. “Baby steps—we have to
build up to the next level and
this is where we start—with our
inaugural season.” In addition,
he says the team is a great bunch
of guys who are easy to coach.
“We are really having fun right
now.
These guys are hard
working and fun to coach.”
The team’s first match was
against the JV team from
Missouri Baptist University.
The Griffins struck first in the
opening minute of game one
and scored five consecutive
points. The guys kept up a solid
offensive performance with
Zak Mirley, senior, serving for
another five consecutive points.
MBU came within three, but the
Griffins held them off to take
game one of their first match.
Game two began slowly,
with the Griffins going down
by five in the first minutes
of play. The fresh faces of
Peter Cartier, senior, and Erik
Tinker, freshmen, hoped to chip
away at MBU’s lead, but the
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Griffins fell behind by as many
as ten. The bright spot of the
game was Koehler’s dominant
presence. His strong spikes and
smart play-making brought the
Griffins within five. The guys
couldn’t recover and eventually
lost game two by 15.
Koehler kept the Griffins alive
in game three after being down
by 11 in the opening minutes.
Despite climbing to within
three points of MBU, they
couldn’t hang on and lost the
third game. The Griffins came
into game four with some extra
fire and maintained a slight lead
throughout, but fell down by
five. After taking back a slight
lead over MBU, Koehler served
for the final point to give the

University a win in game four,
and forcing a game five.
The final game of the team’s
first match just wouldn’t go their
way. The Griffins were down
by six and MBU only needed
one point to pull out a win.
That point came off a spike that
slipped through the blocking
fingertips of the Griffins and
MBU walked away victorious.
Despite the loss, the team
should be proud.
Their
offense was strong and their
defense was admirable. More
importantly, they played the first
men’s volleyball match in the
University’s history and put up
a tremendous fight. The team
hopes to continue to improve
over the course of the season.

English Professor Named Finalist For Award
By: Lisa Wolk,
Copy Editor
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Jason Sommer, Professor of
English and the University’s
own Poet-in-Residence, has
recently been announced the
finalist for the 2005 William
Rockhill Nelson Poetry Award
for Literary Excellence for The
Man Who Sleeps in My Office,
published in 2004.
Sommer, who has been
teaching at the University
since 1985, can add this most
recent accomplishment to a
long list of awards and honors
that include the prestigious
Whiting Foundation Writers’
Award in 2001, serving as a
poetry instructor at the Sewanee
Young Writer’s Conference
from 2001 until 2004, and being
chosen to read his poetry for the
“Speech and Silence: Poetry and
the Holocaust” exhibit at the
National Holocaust Museum in
2000.
The William R. Nelson Award
is sponsored by The Writer’s

Place, a center in Kansas City,
MO that serves as a library,
meeting place, and forum for
“writers, readers, and the general
public.” The award has been
given every year since 2003 to
writers of poetry, fiction, and
non-fiction who live in Missouri
or Kansas. The award’s purpose
is to bring recognition, both
national and statewide, to
notable writers in the area.
The award’s namesake started
the Kansas City Evening Star
in the 1880’s, which is now the
Kansas City Star. In addition,
Nelson influenced the city
greatly in many ways, including
parks, buildings, and other
public developments.
“Anything that helps the book
get noticed is the whole of my
pride—getting me and the book
noticed is what I’m interested in,
so the [Nelson] Award has helped
with that,” Sommer says.
Sommer’s entry for the award,
The Man Who Sleeps in My

Office, is a varied collection of
poems that, as poet Alan Shapiro
writes on the back cover,
“are pitched on the shifting
borderland between sleeping
and waking, remembering and
forgetting.” There are more
humorous poems, such as “The
Dog I’ll Never Own,” and then
there are more poignant ones,
such as “Visiting the Camp and
What They Saw.” This latter
poem explores what the captives
at a Prison Camp might have
seen and experienced in the
camp, highlighting even the most
mundane and basic of human
sentiments that are present
in both the captives and their
guards. An excerpt follows:
Even downcast eyes might
find
something in a frame of
vision: the yellow
star of one dandelion beside
the pure centrifugal burst
of another’s globe of seed,
like a little puff of smoke.

The Man Who Sleeps in My
Office, which was published by
the University of Chicago Press,
is Sommer’s third collection of
poems. His past collections are
1997’s Other Peoples’ Troubles,
also published by the University
of Chicago Press, and 1991’s
Lifting the Stone, which was
published by Forest Books in
London. His poems have also
been published in numerous
magazines,
newspapers,
and anthologies such as The
Chicago Review and The New
American Poets: A Bread Loaf
Anthology, published in 2000
by The University Press of New
England.
Though he is grateful for all
of his achievements, Sommer
is especially proud to have
had the chance to explore his
cultural heritage and present that
heritage to his readers. “Some

“Award,” continued
on page 2.

NEWS
Chicago Service
Trip Promises
Opportunity For
University Students
By: Colleen Gale,
Reporter
Whi le some University students
are sunbathing on the beaches of
Panama City, Florida or Cancun,
Mexico, others are sleeping in or
frantically cranking out Senior
Synthesis papers. One group of
Fontbonne University students,
however, is choosing a different
way to spend their spring break.
A group of nineteen students
and two chaperones heads to
Chicago, Illinois for a week of
spring break service.
Tasha Weitl, Assistant Director
of Campus Ministry helps lead
the group to the University of
Illinois in Chicago, where they
will stay in the University’s
Newman Center.
The focus
of the trip is immersion into
different cultures and religions
while promoting service. The
group’s first stop is an African
American parish where the
groupwill attend mass. The first
two days focus on hunger and
poverty which will allow the
group to work closely with the
Illinois Food Depository. The
group then heads to Children’s
Place, a hospital for preschool
aged children with HIV and
AIDS, where they will lend a
much needed helping hand. The
group will also work with an
organization called H.O.M.E,
which specializes in home repair
for the elderly. Weitl comments,
“This will be the first community
service we do on the trip. The
students will actually be doing
the repairs on the homes. So,
they should get a good sense of

service through this task.” Annie
Kraus, a student coordinator for
the trip gives details about the
home repairs, “We will break
up into three groups and will
be painting three houses for the
elderly. It’s a chance to see the
work we do first-hand.”
In addition to completing
the home repairs, the students
will be working in the largely
Latino Hillson Neighborhood of
Chicago where they will work
at a high school and clothing
depository. There are also plans
to visit a Mosque and learn about
Islam’s philosophy on service.
While University students are
not strangers to service trips,
Weitl says this spring break
service trip is a first. She hopes
the students will learn some
important things while on the
trip. “This is a great opportunity
for students to get out of their
comfort zones. They will see
the larger world in need, which
is what the Fontbonne motto
asks us to do. This trip is about
emersion into different cultures,
which can really open a student’s
eyes.”
Kraus is equally excited about
the learning opportunity the trip
brings to students. “We will see
more than just the service side
of things. It is a chance to see
the social justice perspective
of service.” With all that is
planned for the students, there is
no doubt the trip is a chance to
see what happens when a small
group lends a hand to the larger
world in need.

“Award,” from page 1.
of the Holocaust material relies
on family stories entrusted to me
and these stories will not get said
any other way; [nonetheless,] I
think my fidelity is not just to
those stories but preeminently to
the poetry—both are important
components” Sommer says.
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Sommer received his B.A. at
Brandeis University in 1971,
and later completed his M.A.
at Stanford University in 1975.
More recently, he completed his
Ph.D. at St. Louis University in
1985.

Come To Springfest!
Friday, April 21

Appetites Are Satisfied At
Brown Bag Lunch Series
By: Pat Dolan,
Reporter
The best kept secret on campus
just may be the Student Alumni
Associations Brown Bag Lunch
Series. SAA President Zach
Harper, junior, should be proud.
“It really is a good event,”
he says. The spring semester
series began February 27 with
guest speaker Stepahnie Kuszaj
Welling ’70, Director of School
Personnel for the Archdiocese of
St.Louis. Lunch was provided
by Imo’s pizza, which in itself
was reason to attend.
With seats available for 25, this
particular session was attended
primarily by students majoring
in education and a few members
of faculty and staff. Regardless
of major, the event provided
valuable direction needed for
any career path. Welling seemed
very happy to be there and more
than once thanked Harper for
the opportunity to speak. “This
is such a great idea, I’m happy to
be here,” she said.
A very proud alum from
“Fontbonne College,” Welling
promised those in attendance
that any resume that crosses her
desk that included a “Fontbonne
education will be pulled aside
and put on top.” Due in part to
her own efforts, Welling says
the “archdiocese realizes that a
Fontbonne education is a quality
education backed by the faith
and leadership of the sisters.”
Offering advice and opening

the floor for questions, Welling
provided her audience with
priceless information.
From
tips on the interview process
to basic communication skills,
Welling, who admitted that
she “Always had a strong
desire to be connected with
Catholic education,” entertained
with personal stories on her
advancement from a third grade
teacher to the top spot as the
Director of School Personnel for
the Archdiocese.
Her first teaching job was at
Our Lady of Sorrows in south
St. Louis where she met her
future husband. Today he is
principal at Incarnate Word in
Chesterfield. It was at Sorrows
where her fellow teachers and
principal recognized her talents.
“My principal recognized my
leadership skills, skills I was
completely unaware of,” she
said. Upon his suggestion, she
applied for the principal position
at another parochial school,
The Resurrection.
Welling
said she had no plans to take
the job, but did go meet the
pastor. Despite her reluctance,
the pastor insisted that she go
home and sleep on it and “let the
Holy Spirit guide her,” she said.
The next morning Welling made
the call to the pastor with every
intention of saying no, accepted
the position. “I couldn’t believe
it, I said ‘yes,’” she says.
Welling offered the attendees
advice and a handout with job

search tips and guidelines.
“Remember you are constantly
building a resume,” she said,
in reference to those early jobs
that every student will have.
“Build a resume rather than a
reputation,” she added. “Give
each job a chance, don’t give up
on it if you don’t like it at first,
stay on, don’t be a job jumper.”
Criticism can also be helpful she
said, and learning from criticism
allows you to gain credibility in
the workplace.
And finally she said to be
sure to “love what you do,” and
most importantly “hold on to
your core values, integrity and
honesty, because they will gain
you the most credibility.”
For those not in attendance,
the
University’s
career
counselors, located in Medaille
Hall, are here full time to help.
Students and alumni in search
of employment assistance and
career exploration can find
help Monday through Friday at
the center. From resume and
cover letter assistance to mock
interviews, the center provides a
great service.
According to Harper, the
next lunch will be sometime in
April and will feature St. Louis
Post Dispatch reporter and
University alum Valerie Hahn,
‘97. Just follow the pizza guy to
the library board room for what
undoubtedly will be another
informative event.

Puddles Threaten To Take Over
By: Melanie Bernds,
Ad Editor
Fitter patter of rain hitting the
window pane becomes a distinct
rhythm like a lullaby. The tired
student thinks of the long day of
continuous fighting and battling
they had to struggle through in
order to survive. The student had
a busy day and the rain seemed
to follow her all the way into the
night.
The student wakes up early,
thinking sleepily “just ten more
minutes and then I’ll get up.”
Unfortunately, she must roll
over groggily for class. After
getting ready and primping
herself for class because of the
cute boy that sits next to her, she
steps out to see the mistake she
has made. The rain will torture
her hair for sure, and by the end
of the day she’ll look like she
took a shower with her clothes
on. Perhaps the boy next to her
will be impressed by this new
trendy look. The driving to class
can make a student more upset
because suddenly everyone
else forgets how to drive. The
student pulls into the parking lot
immediately having to devise
a strategy of getting a parking
spot close to shelter. The student
then parks, feeling content until
stepping out of her car. She then

hears a splash. Her foot suddenly
had drowned in a small pool.
The University has harvested
what has become known as the
puddle problem. The puddles
have expanded in size and taken
over campus like “The Blob.”
Puddles may not be a big pink
goop ball but they have potential.
They are completely unavoidable
no matter what route the student
takes to class. The inexperienced
student in distress aims for the
famous right-left leap over the
puddle but is engulfed by the
muddy mixture of earth’s dirt
and clay compacted in a water
solute. Ahead of her are more
puddles waiting for a challenger
trying to get by them. Puddles
are tricky here at the University
because the effects of them
seem so minimal until it is class
time. While walking to class
another situation arises. The
water spots are going to make
her books worth nothing when
she tries to sell them back to the
ever-understanding bookstore.
Finally she reaches shelter, only
to almost slip backwards in front
of that cute boy that sits next to
her. Walking into class late, the
student announces her presence
with her squeaky feet. She is
now annoyed by the events and
finally sits down in her class, but

her toes rapidly go numb during
the professor’s lecture from the
wet, polluted sock covering her
little stubs. The student tries to
wake them by uncrossing her
legs but realizes her drenched
pants have been sauteed in filthy
mud. The puddle always wins.
Distracted by the pinging
patterns of rain drops on the
window panes of the classroom,
the student stares, as if her eyes
have super powers to make it
stop raining, but is unsuccessful
yet again. Rain is kryptonite
to her powers. The student
leaves class with another danger
lurking outside: the umbrella.
This device that is supposed to
protect its user from the harsh
rain is feared by the student who
sees the fierce spokes coming
from this odd obstruction. The
memory as a child not to play
with umbrellas or one might
lose an eye. The student keeps
a safe distance from this object
but they seem to be prowling
at every comer with deceptive
patterns of flowers to hide their
true evil.
This is a typical battle, day vs.
the rain, yet later it becomes a
thrill. The students gather in the

“Puddles,” continued
on page 5.

News
Changes In The Deaconess
Program Affects the University
By: Nicki Burnett,
Reporter
In the past, Deaconess School
of Nursing and theUniversity
have had a relationship in
which the University provides
Deaconess
with
general
education requirements on and
off campus. Some classes have
been offered online exclusively
to Deaconess students, while
other online courses have been
available to a mixture of students
from both institutions. The same
situation is true for classes
offered in a physical setting.
Recently, Devry Institute bought
Deaconess and the changes in the
ownership will change relations
between the schools.
“1
haven’t noticed any
changes,” says junior Victoria
Newton-Burke. The University’s
students have been made only
vaguely aware of the situation.
However, the changes are present
and will possibly be more easily
detected with time. The most
prominent change for Deaconess
students will be the schedule
adjustment. The institution will
change their curriculum from
semesters to trimesters. In other
words, instead of having two
semesters per year, Deaconess
students will complete three.
The first trimester will begin
July 2006 and end in October
2006. The next trimester will
begin in November 2006 and
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adjourn in early March 2007,
followed by the last trimester
of the calendar year which will
begin in late March 2007 and end
in June 2007. The holiday break
for Deaconess will be shortened
to approximately two weeks,
followed by a short break in
July. “The trimester scheduling
will allow Deaconess students
to earn a degree in a shorter
amount of time,” says Nancy H.
Blattner, Ph.D., Vice President
and Dean for Academic Affairs.
One problem is now presented
to the relationship between
the University and Deaconess
School of Nursing: the trimester
and semester schedules do
not easily overlap, making the
classes offered unavailable to
students from both institutions
at the same time. Only a couple
of exceptions exist in which
a University student could
participate in an 8 week course
offered through the Deaconess
program. “We will likely not
offer many more Deaconess
classes, especially not online
classes,” says Blattner. “Devry
tends to use virtual settings for
their classes anyway, so it just
makes sense for those students
to take the online courses
offered by Devry.” On the other
hand, because Deaconess is
looking to increase enrollment,
as a result, the University
may end up teaching the same

amount, or even more classes to
the Deaconess students, despite
elimination of online courses.
One thing remains for sure: if
more classes are in demand,
they will likely be taught on
the Deaconess campus for two
reasons: limited classroom space
and even more limited parking
for students and faculty.
Another unique challenge
that arises from the change in
relations deals with accreditation
standards. Both the University
and Deaconess are accredited
by The Higher Learning
Commission—a Commission
of the North Central Association
of Colleges and Schools. In
the past, Deaconess students
have been mandated to work
with the University in earning
general education credits. Since
the changes have taken place,
Deaconess has been petitioning to
use other institutions for students
to earn general education credits
because the University’s rates are
higher than the local community
colleges. If Deaconess’ request
is granted by the commission,
another challenge could face
the profitable relationship for
the University with Deaconess.
“I’m hopeful that we will
continue good relations with
Deaconess,” says Blattner, “and
that our leaders can continue to
work well together.”

Alumni Offer Advice To
Graduating Students
By: Carla Gitto,
Reporter
The questions become more
frequent as the spring semester
continues. Out of town relatives
and even your parents insist
on knowing what exactly the
graduate plans to do with
that degree. Well, graduates
emphasize, patience is the key.
It is normal not to have an
answer for the relatives. More
importantly, these graduates
have taken the time to give their
advice.
Annie Gitto, class of ’05 and
a Communications Studies
major, is currently working for
a division of NCH Corporation
called Certified Laboratories.
She holds an outside sales
position, with the St. Louis
Metro Area as a sales territory.
She offers her take on the
dreaded job search. “I feel that
understanding my strengths,
or what areas I excel in helped
me to narrow my search. For
example, my desire to interact
with others, face to face on a
daily basis, led me to search for
positions allowing me to do just
that. Understanding what I was
capable of offering a company
was also very important.” Most
graduates find the thought of
interviews enough to induce a
large-scale panic attack. Gitto
says, “The more interviews I
went on, the more comfortable
I felt.” But, every interview is
a learning experience. “I tried
to gain as much knowledge and
background about the particular
company I was interviewing
with.
I learned from each
interview. Any question that
stumped me or made me
scramble for a response was
definitely a learning experience.
I wrote questions down so that
when asked in future interviews,
I would be prepared.” Gitto’s
most important advice for
graduates is to avoid taking
the first job that is offered just
because it means a paycheck.
“I would tell them not to settle
on the first position, especially
if there is a feeling that it’s not
for you. The last thing you want
is to end up bored or unhappy
after a few months of work! Do
something you will enjoy, and
eventually open doors to bigger
and better opportunities in that
field.”
Unlike Gitto, some graduates
choose to stay in school. Colene
McEntee, class of ’04 with a
Communication Studies degree
and concentration in Public
Relations and Journalism, and
a minor in Graphic Design,
believes her best option was
graduate school at St. Louis
University. She also holds a
certification in Professional
Development.
“During my last year, I was like
most graduates and didn’t have
a clue about what I wanted to
do—I loved previous internships
in public relations and marketing

and knew that was my career
path, but there was this part of
me that thought I should continue
my education.” McEntee heard,
during her senior year, of the
professional value graduate
school offered, and sought her
advisor’s help. “Cheryl Baugh,
my advisor at the time, as well
as Dr. Heather Norton, my
senior thesis advisor, thought I
should consider graduate school.
Cheryl Baugh said that Saint
Louis University’s Department
of Communication would be
a good choice for me both
academically and personally.
I went on a few informational
interviews at SLU and liked
the faculty and the size of the
program.” McEntee was in what
she calls “school mode” and
decided that she would pursue
a graduate program over the job
search. While she did not go on
any job interviews, she says that
the graduate school interview
process is important, even if not
required for the application. “I
went on two interviews at SLU
just to get to know the faculty
and the graduate director at
the time.” This only solidified
McEntee’s decision to attend.
McEntee warns seniors to
slow down and enjoy their last
semester. “There’s so much
stress and uncertainty, but have
some fun. Also, listen to yourself
and do what is best for you.
With graduation, you’ll have
people asking constantly about
whether or not you’re employed
or making ‘professional student’
jokes if you decide to go on
with your education, but in the
end it’s all about you. Only you
can make yourself happy. And
remember, no choice is a bad
choice—you can always make a
change.” In addition, McEntee
credits the University with
preparing her for her future. “I
had great professors who pushed
and encouraged me. I was able
to design a challenging major/
minor combination. The size of
Fontbonne and the supportive
atmosphere also encouraged my
participation in the community-which built my confidence and
strengthened my abilities even
more.” McEntee is currently a
graduate teaching assistant in the
Department of Communication
at St. Louis University. She also
assists the advertising professor
in the department. She graduates
in May 2006 with an MA in
Communications.
Gitto and McEntee emphasize
that the job search and graduate
school processes take time.
Therefore, they advise getting an
early start and not trying to cram
too many interviews into a short
amount of time. They also agree
that the last semester is the most
difficult. Fielding (or dodging)
questions about a future after
graduation is only a small part of
the decision-making process.
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Professor And Her Dog Help To Make A Difference

“So, What Will You Do
With Your Degree?”:
Advice For Graduates

By: Chris Schott,
Reporter

By: Carla Gitto,
Reporter

Hospital Work Is For The Dogs:

Sometimes inspiration can
come from the most unlikely
places. A three legged dog is
no exception. Still, University
professor Susan Burney was
hesitant when she adopted Fawn
eight and a half years ago at
a craft show. Now she can’t
imagine her life without her. “I
always want to have a dog in my
life,” Burney says.
Burney found Fawn at a booth
set up by The Open Door Animal
Sanctuary, a local no-kill animal
shelter dedicated to helping
homeless dogs and cats. It was
shortly after Burney took Fawn
in that she noticed this dog was a
littlediflerent. Not only didFawn
have the quirky habit of chewing
off only one leg off all of her
stuffed toys, she had an innate
ability to understand and help
people. She also seemed to learn
very quickly. “There was just a
natural progression we could do
something with,” Burney says.
Fawn is a member of Support
Dogs, an organization designed
to help people with special
needs through the assistance of
dogs and a member of TOUCH
(Therapy of Unique Canine
Helpers). “I had heard about the
organization, but I had never had
a dog before. Fawn just seemed
to understand different people.”
Today Fawn visits everywhere
from hospitals to nursing homes
to rehabilitation centers. On
top of all that, Fawn is also a
member of Paws for Reading,
an organization that allows
kids to interact with dogs while
improving reading skills.
Since becoming a support dog,
Fawn’s celebrity status has grown
tremendously. In 2002, Burney
wrote and published “Fawn’s
Story”, a children’s book about
Fawn’s perseverance and how
she helps people everywhere
become stronger to overcome
come their differences.
Currently, there are250 Support
Dogs in the St. Louis area. What
makes Fawn so special is not
just her talent to overcome her
disability, but her advanced
training
and
intelligence.
“Fawn has the highest ranking
[in Support Dogs] which allows
her to work with children and
be around medical equipment,”
Burney Says. Fawn frequently
visits
Shriners
Hospital,
Missouri Baptist Hospital and
St. John’s Behavioral Health.
While hospitals seem to be a
place people dread, Fawn seems
to bring an overall calm and
familiarity to the atmosphere,
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interview,
Fawn has also had an impact
makes all the work worth it.
me
or made me
stumped
on Burney’s professional career
Bringing joy to people who may
for
a
response was
scramble
as well. “Maybe she’s taught
not have much to celebrate is
definitely
a
learning
experience.
me some patience. When I
something to feel good about.
I
wrote
questions
down
so that
was training her my teaching
“There was one little boy who
when asked in future interviews,
style
changed
a
little.
I
started
seemed very agitated and hyper.
I would be prepared.” Gitto’s
using one word commands with
He had trouble focusing and
most important advice for
second
graders.
”
concentrating. He ran over to
graduates is to avoid taking
As for the future, Burney has
Fawn and wiggled his fingers
the first job that is offered just
plans
to
write
and
release
a
over her and gave her a big hug
because it means a paycheck. “I
second book. “We’ve been in
and said ‘this dog is sprinkled
would tell them not to settle on
the planning stages and it looks
withangels.’ I just felt so good.”
the first position, especially if
like we’re going to do another
It’s not just children that Fawn
there is a feeling that it’s not for
book. The title will be Fawn’s
is making an impact on. Elderly
you,” she says. “The last thing
Friends and feature other dogs
patients and stroke victims
you want is to end up bored or
that are either support assistance
have also have been positively
unhappy after a few months of
dogs or other TOUCH dogs.”
impacted by Fawn’s presence.
work. Do something you will
Burney
said
that
the
book
should
“I’ve seen her help stroke
enjoy, and eventually open doors
be
out
in
the
near
future.
As
for
victims talk again. Because if
to bigger and better opportunities
Burney
’
s
first
book,
“
Fawn
’
s
they can talk to a dog, they don’t
in that field.”
Story
”
,
it
’
s
available
through
the
feel intimidated if they don’t
Unlike Gitto, some graduates
Support
Dogs
website
(www.
think of the right words.”
choose
to stay in school. Colene
supportdogs.org), Barnes and
It’s clear that Fawn is making a
McEntee,
class of ’04, believes
Noble, Borders, the West County
huge difference in a lot ofpeople’s
her
best
option
was graduate
Dog Museum and Old House
lives. Even the former Missouri
school
at
St.
Louis
University.
Arrangements in Chesterfield.
Teacher of the Year has learned
She
also
holds
a
certification
A portion of proceeds go to
a few things from her dog. “If
in Professional Development.
Support Dogs.
anyone had told me that I would
“During my last year, I was like
spend my retirement in hospitals
most graduates and didn’t have
a clue about what I wanted to
do—I loved previous internships
in public relations and marketing
and knew that was my career path,
but there was this part of me that

thought I should continue my
education,” she says. McEntee
heard, during her senior year, of
the professional value graduate
school offered, and sought her
advisor’s help. “Cheryl Baugh,
my advisor at the time, as well
as Dr. Heather Norton, my
senior thesis advisor, thought I
should consider graduate school.
Cheryl Baugh said that Saint
Louis University’s Department
of Communication would be
a good choice for me both
academically and personally.
I went on a few informational
interviews at SLU and liked
the faculty and the size of the
program.” McEntee was in what
she calls “school mode” and
decided that she would pursue
a graduate program over the job
search. While she did not go on
any job interviews, she says that
the graduate school interview
process is important, even if not
required for the application. “1
went on two interviews at SLU
just to get to know the faculty
and the graduate director at
the time.” This only solidified
McEntee’s decision to attend.
McEntee warns seniors to
slow down and enjoy their last
semester. “There’s so much
stress and uncertainty, but have
some fun. Also, listen to yourself
and do what is best for you.
With graduation, you’ll have
people asking constantly about
whether or not you’re employed
or making ‘professional student’
jokes if you decide to go on
with your education, but in the
end it’s all about you. Only you
can make yourself happy. And
remember, no choice is a bad
choice—you can always make a
change.” In addition, McEntee
credits the University with
preparing her for her future. “I
had great professors who pushed
and encouraged me. I was able
to design a challenging major/
minor combination. The size of
Fontbonne and the supportive
atmosphere also encouraged my
participation in the community-which built my confidence and
strengthened my abilities even
more.” McEntee is currently a
graduate teaching assistant in the
Department of Communication
at St. Louis University. She also
assists the advertising professor
in the department. She graduates
in May 2006 with an MA in
Communications.
Gitto and McEntee emphasize
that the job search and graduate
school processes take time.
Therefore, they advise getting an
early start and not trying to cram
too many interviews into a short
amount of time. They also agree
that the last semester is the most
difficult. Fielding, or dodging,
questions about a future after
graduation is only a small part of
the decision-making process.
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University Students
Put Their Beliefs Into
Practice With FISH

Surprise Guest Serenades
Students At Cheap Date Night

By: Dominic Dimanche,
Reporter

By: Krista Brown,
Features Editor

One Saturday each month,
college students pile in a bus
early in the morning while other
students are sleeping late from a
hard night of partying, studying,
or both. As the bus rolls along to
its destination, this group begins
to prepare for what is to come.
When they come to a stop, the
students of various majors and
concentrations file out, clad in
gardeners gloves and wielding
shears, prepared for a day of
hard work on a stubborn field
of weeds and overgrown grass.
One may wonder kind of person
would voluntarily wake up early
on a Saturday to work. The
young men and women of FISH
do.
Fontbonne in Service and
Humility,
better
known
around campus as FISH, is
an organization comprised of
students who go out and do
community service all around
St.Louis in an effort to give
back what God has given
them. One activity that FISH
is involved in is known as
“service Saturdays.” Once a
month, FISH teams up with an
assortment of organizations and
churches to help serve and help
those less fortunate and also to
become more aware of the many
social injustices that plague
people everyday of their lives;
homelessness, poverty, hunger,
and so on.
The annual service trip is
another major event that FISH
offers. During these excursions,
the volunteers forgo any and
all electronic conveniences,
including cell phones, video
games, and computers. This is
done in order to help everyone
focus on the act of helping those
less fortunate and to promote
their own spiritual and physical
growth by way of doing service
to God’s people through charity.
The upcoming service trip to
Honduras is a perfect example
of what it means to serve the
less fortunate and reveal God’s
grace through helping the sick
and needy.
FISH is definitely beginning to
grow from its humble start into
something great, as Tasha Weitl,
Assistant Director of Campus
Ministry, admits. Sitting in

her office, she describes how
FISH has grown and matured
into something really special.
According to Weitl, the key to
FISH’s success is how it works
not just to “put a band-aid” on I
the situation by doing a few
hours of community service,
but strives to solve the problem
that causes the need for the
community service in the first
place. By being mindful of the
big picture of social injustice
along with serving the less
fortunate, they begin to find the
real cause of the problem. FISH
has begun a two-sided attack on
poverty and the many problems
that the public face by putting |
some attention on what are
causes of the poverty, hunger,
and homelessness that afflicts
thousands of men, women, and
sadly, even children, all across
the US.
One may wonder but why
has FISH garnered such a large
following. The reason according
to Weitl is because of the sense
of family, community, and
camaraderie that arises within the
group helps to make everlasting
bonds that cause the students to
keep coming back. This feeling
of family and friendship are but
a few of the qualities that come
from the working side by side
with one another in service for
a common goal that has a deep
and long lasting affect on those
involved and changes them into
better people.
This is possibly the most
important point to keep in
mind for FISH and its service
activities. For example, during a
previous service trip in Jefferson
City, FISH participated in a
food drive to help feed the
poor and needy. However, they
also attended a conference that
focused on social justice issues
and developed plans on how to
combat these issues. It is this
kind of two-pronged approach
that has helped FISH grow and
become what it is today, and from
the looks of all that it has done
so far, it has no sign of stopping.
From cleaning an elderly
woman’s walls to repainting a
county jail in Kemlock, FISH
reaches out to a variety of people
and does a vast array of service
for their brothers and sisters in
Christ.

“Puddles,” from page 2.
Meadow, slipping and sliding in
the enemy; is now time to enjoy
this villain. She has figured a
way to coincide with the rain and
puddles. Now it is acceptable to
be smeared with mud and have
mud stuck between those toes
that were frozen earlier in the
day. Many students congregate
for the event after having had
a similar day against the rain.
Slipping and sliding in these
large puddles causes laughter

and relief for the hard day. The
contest is who can return to the
dorms tracking in more mud than
the other. Granted her clothes
are pretty much destroyed, and
she’ll have to pick mud out of
her ears, but it was well worth
it. The victory finally belongs
to the student. She must leave
these thoughts to get rest for
tomorrow’s battle, when the
wild wind could be out.

Who knew the DSAC could be
so romantic?
The tables were covered with
beautiful floating candles in
bowls of water, reflecting in
mirrors surrounded the area
we usually call the Caf’. The
lights were dimmed, and a
buffet complete with shrimp,
croissant sandwiches, chocolate
covered strawberries, and an
oh-so-pretty punch bowl could
be found along one wall. Our
own Sarah Watkins, senior,
sat on a stool with a guitar
playing romantic and funny
songs in the front spotlight.
All of this (and more) gave our
usually grilled-cheese smelling
lunchtime setting a complete
makeover-a transformation into
an impressively relaxed scenery.
In fact, this Cheap Date Night,
organized by the Fontbonne
Activity Board, didn’t seem
cheap at all.
As if we weren’t all content
with Watkins’ rendition of James
Blunt’s “Beautiful,” University
sophomore and FAB member
Ashley Brown announced that
a new performer—the night’s
surprise guest—would now be
taking the stage. Turns out, this
wasn’t just some local hottie
with a guitar...Ross Copperman,
a newly signed artist under the
Sony-BMG label, was the real

Ross Copperman, a signed artisted under the Sony-BMG label, sang at

FAB’s Cheap Date Night.

Photo by: Krista Brown

deal.
And he proved that to the
University students gathered in
the cozy CaC, not to mention
some lucky Maryville University
students who came up to join us
after our team smashed theirs in
basketball (okay, I’m lying about
that). Copperman first performed
a wide variety of cover songs,
from Paul McCartney to Johnny
Cash to Kelly Clarkson, with
his acoustic guitar. Keeping the
audience laughing and singing
along, he switched to piano
where he performed a couple
of his original songs, including
“Ordinary”
and
“Natalie,”

revealing a truly unique sound
that can be compared to a mix
between Billy Joel, Gavin
Degraw, and Ben Folds.
Copperman impressed the
audience with his catchy hooks
and originality, but probably
more so with his hilarious
comments in between songs. His
charisma, sense-of-humor, and
awesome talent made this Cheap
Date Night one to remember,
and it was a privilege to have
this up-and-coming, almost
famous artist at one of our own
campus events. Way to go, FAB,
for another great occasion.

University Rules And Regulations
Classroom Alcohol Consumption Not Prohibited
By: Cassandra Davis,
Reporter
Imagine yourself sitting in
a classroom listening to your
professor go on and on about
some topic that is irrelevant to
you. The only thing on your mind
is the thought of how dry your
mouth is and how refreshing it
would be to pull out an icy cold
beverage and just down it in one
gulp. Then you remember that
you have an icy cold beverage
in your backpack and you pull it
out and began to drink it. Your
professor and classmates look at
you as if you are crazy, because
you have pulled out a refreshing
beer. As beads of sweat drip
down your forehead and your
heart begins to pound, you say
to yourself, “Oh, my gosh, what
was I thinking?” And you’re sure
that you’ll be in trouble now.
i But wait, maybe you’re not.
At the beginning of the 20052006 school year, every student
received a Griffin Scratch, which
is an assignment book that not
only contains the activities and

events for the full school, year,
but also the student handbook
of rules and regulations about
school organizations, a list of
student resources, and policies
and procedures in regards
to student life and academic
policies.
While most of us look past all
of this and just use the calendar
section, the segment on Policies
and Procedures contains a
lot of valuable informationespecially if one finds himself in
the same position as the student
mentioned above. According
to the handbook, the University
follows the same procedures
as the state law, meaning that
underage drinking is prohibited.
For this reason, St. Joseph’s
Residence Hall is alcohol-free
because a majority, if not all, of
the residents are under the age
of twenty-one, not including the
Resident Assistants. Alcohol
is allowed in Medaille and
Southwest Residence Halls in
the rooms of those students who
have reached the legal drinking

age, but not in the common
places of these halls, such as the
lounges.
The regulations go on to say
that alcohol may be allowed in
DSAC during special events
such as dances and activity
nights, but it cannot be brought
in by anyone.
Hanging up
signs or passing out invitations
that advertise alcohol, such as
B.Y.O.B., are not allowed on
school property.
After a thorough search
through the rules and regulations,
there is not a trace of any rules
regarding to alcohol prohibition
in the classroom. Although this
rule may be implied, and we all
assume that alcoholic beverages
are not allowed in the classroom,
it may be helpful to know that
if you find yourself in Calculus
class holding a bottle of Bud
Light, you can just whip out your
Griffin Scratch and refer to those
good old rules and regulations.
But be careful, because in some
classrooms, food and beverages
are not allowed.
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Students Find
Ways To Celebrate
St. Patrick’s Day

Spikes For Tikes Event For
Kids Has Poor Turnout

By: Corin Hunter,
Reporter

By: Dan Koehler,
Reporter

St. Patrick’s Day is one of
the most celebrated and lively
holidays on the calendar. It is the
only saint’s day that requires its
observers to wear, drink and eat
green to display their Irish pride.
Celebrated on March 17th, it
is known as Ireland’s greatest
national holy day. The Irish have
been observing this holiday for
over a thousand years, and today
it is observed by people of all
backgrounds, from the United
States to Russia. Although both
rich in diversity and culture, the
meaning behind St. Patrick’s
Day, other than its Irish folktales,
is often lost in translation,
leaving many uncertain of the
holiday’s origins.
While St. Patrick’s Day is
typically mistaken for a secular
holiday, it actually falls during
the Christian season of Lent.
Saint Patrick, the man of the day,
is remembered as the patron saint
and national apostle of Ireland.
The Irish credit St. Patrick for
bringing Christianity to Ireland
and according to Dublin’s
official website describes him as
a “most humble-minded man.”
In fifth century Ireland, the day
was traditionally a religious
occasion and up until the 1970’s
Irish law mandated all pubs to
close on March 17. The church,
however, for one day waived the
Lenten prohibitions allowing
the town to honor the patron
with festivities of feasting and
dancing, which later marked
the day of community as St.
Patrick’s Day. Even today, it is
customary for the Irish to attend
mass offering prayers for the
missionaries worldwide before
their celebrating begins.
Since then, Ireland has
successfully advertised the
anniversary as one of the
most recognized international
festivals to date. Despite the
day’s longstanding Irish roots
and annual parades, their own
government did not establish
the official St. Patrick’s Festival
until 1995. St. Patrick’s Day
began to shift from its religious
origins, transforming into the
more secular holiday its fans
know today. “I really just see
it as a profitable holiday for
all the bars and pubs around
the world. No other day would

perfectly sane people be willing
to drink and pay for green beer,”
states Lori Hertlein, senior. In
Dublin’s defense, the website
views the modem St. Patrick’s
Day as an excellent platform to
finally showcase Ireland to the
world. Not only reflecting the
talents and accomplishments of
the Irish people, but it is now an
event where the prevailing theme
is “Everyone is Irish for the day.”
Some students joined in the
festivities by attending the
Dogtown St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
The Irish clans and small floats
went through Wells Drive near
the St. Louis Zoo and marched all
the way down through Dogtown,
just south of Forest Park. Several
of the students who participated
admitted that although they loved
the Irish parades and games, they
feel that it is really the night life
which has propelled its popularity
in the last few years. Along the
Dogtown area, the local Irish
pubs are packed with people just
looking to get a taste of some
of the most famous Irish stouts.
“Many college students see it as an
excuse to drink,” states Hertlein.
“It seems more like a drinking
binge or a second Mardi Gras than
an Irish day of pride.” Despite its
recent international recognition,
some critics would argue that
because the holiday’s main focus
is on the culture’s party aspect it
could begin to give the Irish an
unwanted reputation. So far there
have not been any rumors of an
underground anti-St. Patrick’s
Day union come to liberate the
patron saint’s reputation, but only
time will tell.
St. Patrick’s Day encompasses
everything Irish, whether it is
the catchy jigs or the tasty ale.
However, somewhere in the midst
of the celebration, the fifth century
holiday has been reborn into the
day of Irish pride. The notions of
shamrocks, cute little leprechauns,
and ‘the luck of the Irish’ seem to
have taken the place of old Saint
Patrick. “I honestly couldn’t tell
you anything about Saint Patrick,
but I love his holiday,” says
Michelle Tinker, senior. So next
year, while enjoying the many
parades, dancing to the songs,
or sipping on some Guinness,
remember to pay homage to the
saint who started it all in a small
Irish town so long ago.

If someone walked onto
campus and asked whether
or not the community cared
about less fortunate children,
most people would say yes.
However, actions speak louder
than words and judging by
the turnout at the annual
“Spikes for Tikes” event, the
community cannot back up
that opinion.
Granted the event was
postponed due to poor planning,
the new date was still made
known all-around campus with
several different flyers posted
in every building. Yet, it led to
an absolutely abysmal turn out.
Though as they say, the show
must go on, and it did.
The event, put on by the
Dance Marathon team, pits
the men’s soccer and baseball
teams against each other.
Dance Marathon raises money
for children at local hospitals
and all the money raised stays
in St. Louis. The two teams put
their pride and skills on the line
to determine which had better
volleyball skills. The winner
obtained bragging rights,
while the loser sulked its way
through another year, waiting
for the next chance. The soccer
team had the bragging rights
at the beginning of the match

February 22 in the Dunham
Student Activity Center. The
baseball team had to hear a year
of heckles from their loss last
year.
However, as it always seems
to be, there is a twist to this
event. While the winner of the
game gets bragging rights, they
must face off against the official
women’s volleyball team. After
the soccer players defeated the
baseball players, their celebration
was short lived as the volleyball
women quickly made light of the
soccer team’s effort defeating
them in a quick fashion in last
year’s final match.
This year’s first rivalry match
was neck and neck all throughout
the game to thirty. The score kept
teetering back and forth as both
teams fought for a small lead
early in the game. However, a
crucial out-of-bounds call was
the turning point of the game.
With the baseball team ahead
20-18, they hit a ball that came
in contact with the antenna on
the net. The rulebook states that
any ball that comes in contact
with the antenna is deemed out
of play, even though the baseball
team was able to play the ball
back over the net. After arguing
with the official, play resumed.
Baseball’s stud sophomore
pitcher Will McNiff served out
and tied the game at 21 -21. This

was the closest baseball would
be to winning.
They were
forced to take a timeout after
senior captain Jason Jorel took
a volleyball off of the face, to
make the score 27-25 in favor
of the soccer team. It was the
figurative and literal last blow
as junior Dane Arand aced game
point for the soccer team, who
won 30-25.
The finals game pitted
the soccer team against a
severely short-staffed women’s
volleyball, who only played
with five women (two of whom
were not officially on the team.)
However, the game was as tight
as a fat guy in a little coat. The
soccer team, with the help of
“Spikes for Tikes” Arand, was
able to surmount a 28-24 lead.
Freshman volleyball player
Emily Hahn stepped back to
serve and got the volleyball
team as close as they could get,
ending her rally with her team
still trailing 27-28. And as the
case was all night, Arand sealed
the upset victory for the soccer
team with a kill. The soccer
team was victorious 30-27.
“This was a really good event.
It raises money for needy kids
and I like taking apart in that.
I just wish we could get some
more crowd base behind it next
year,” said Arand.

University’s Cheap Date Night:
Chocolate Strawberries And A Piano-Playing Hottie
By: Krista Brown,
Features Editor
Who knew the DSAC could
be so romantic?
Tables covered with beautiful
floating candles reflecting in
mirrors surrounded the area
we usually call the Caf. The
lights were dimmed, and a
buffet complete with delicious
foods like shrimp, croissant
sandwiches, chocolate covered
strawberries, and an oh-so
pretty punch bowl could be
found along one wall. Our own
Sarah Watkins sat on a stool
with a guitar playing romantic
and funny songs in the front
spotlight. All of this (and
more) gave our usually grilledcheese smelling lunchtime
setting a complete makeover-a transformation into an
impressively relaxed scenery.
In fact, this Cheap Date Night,

organized by the Fontbonne
Activity Board, didn’t seem
cheap at all.
As if we weren’t all content
with Watkins’ rendition of James
Blunt’s “Beautiful,” University
sophomore and FAB member
Ashley Brown announced that
a new performer-the night’s
surprise guest—would now be
taking the stage. Turns out, this
wasn’t just some local hottie
with a guitar...Ross Copperman,
a newly signed artist under the
Sony-BMG label, was the real
deal.
And he proved that to the
University students gathered in
the cozy CaF, not to mention
some lucky Maryville University
students who came up to join us
after our team smashed theirs in
basketball (okay, I’m lying about
that). Copperman first performed
a wide variety of cover songs,

from Paul McCartney to Johnny
Cash to Kelly Clarkson, with
his acoustic guitar. Keeping the
audience laughing and singing
along, he switched to piano
where he performed a couple
of his original songs, including
“Ordinary”
and
“Natalie,”
revealing a truly unique sound
that can be compared to a mix
between Billy Joel, Gavin
Degraw, and Ben Folds.
Copperman impressed the
audience with his catchy hooks
and originality, but probably
more so with his hilarious
comments in between songs. His
charisma, sense-of-humor, and
awesome talent made this Cheap
Date Night one to remember,
and it was a privilege to have
this up-and-coming, almost
famous artist at one of our own
campus events. Way to go, FAB,
for another great occasion.

Features
Out Of Hibernation:
Parks Are Just Around The Corner
By: Jenn Glover,
Reporter
While the stress of homework
and due dates can take its toll on
a student, the thought of warm
weather and spring approaching
does bring a smile to one’s face.
Naturally, everyone wants to
enjoy the beautiful weather while
it is here, but it may be difficult
to figure out where to go or what
to do. If getting off the campus
is the only way to relieve the
aches and pains of school, relief
may not be far. A host of options
are just a few minutes away from
the University.
An estimated thirteen-minute
drive from campus leads to
Tower Grove Park, located on
Magnolia Avenue. Tower Grove
was created in 1868 by Henry
Shaw and is the second largest
park in size in St. Louis today.
It contains 289 acres filled with
grand architecture and eleven
public pavilions mostly built
before 1900.
“Birding” is
enjoyable for those who like to
sit and take in the sights. Tower
Grove welcomes bird watchers
from all over the Saint Louis
area with an ever-growing list of
birds to be seen. But, if letting
the inner child out sounds like
more fun, visit the playground.
Recently renovated, it exceeds
child and parent expectations.
All of this activity has caused
exhaustion, no problem; cool
down in the wading pool.
Perhaps, the more athletic types,
would take pleasure in the paths
which offer a scenic walk or
jog. Tower Grove boasts twelve
tennis courts, six corkball fields,
twelve softball fields, three
baseball fields, and six soccer
fields.
Okay, so thirteen minutes still
sounds too far away. Tilles
Park is just a mere ten minutes
from the University, located on
Hampton and Flyer. The Tilles
Park Neighborhood Association
is made up of residents of the
nearby residents that maintain
and care for the park’s plants
and trees.
Tilles Park was
originally located in Saint Louis
County and donated by Andrew
Tilles, a businessman from Saint
Louis, but was sold years later.
The money from the sale was
used to purchase the ground
at Hampton and Flyer, which
was named after Titles’ mother,
Rosalie Peck Tilles. This park
has pavilions and a playground
like Tower Grove. Not only do
they boast the softball, baseball,
and soccer fields, but also a
roller hockey rink, a basketball/
volleyball court, racquetball
courts, and a soccer kick board.
Tilles Park also has an inviting
flower garden and walking/
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jogging paths.
Getting back to the campus
in time to find a parking spot
is important, so travel only six
minutes from campus to spacious
Forest Park. One of the largest
urban parks in the country,
Forest Park is even bigger than
Central Park in New York. Since
opening in June of 1876, people
have been coming from all
around to see the many wonders
Forest Park offers. In 1904,
the World’s Fair was held here,
bringing over 20 million people
to the St. Louis area. The park
recently over went a restoration
in 2004 to commemorate the
100th anniversary of the 1904
World’s Fair. Today this park
is known as being the home to
the Zoo, the Science Center,
the History Museum, the Art
Museum, and the Muny Opera.
Not to mention the numerous
activities that make Forest Park
so unique.
The Boathouse offers visitors
the opportunity to travel by
paddleboatorrowboatthroughout
the Post Dispatch Lake, all the
while enjoying islands and
fountains. The Boathouse also
has a casual dining restaurant
with indoor and outdoor
seating. Golf enthusiasts will
enjoy three different courses,
ranging from flat to hilly and
easy to challenging. The Turtle
Playground offers fun through
art with three large and four
small turtles that were sculpted
to resemble several varieties of
real turtles. A sculpted snake
provides seating with figures of
baby turtles, eggs, and a serpent
nearby. After all this fun, a nice
shady spot might be a quick fix
and luckily Forest Park is home
to the largest Red Buckeye Tree.
Started from a small buckeye,
the Red Buckeye Tree is now
known as the Missouri State
Champion Tree. Bicycle tours
are also a great way to enjoy
the nice weather and visit some
of the best sights around Forest
Park. The tour is 10 miles and
lasts two and a half to three
hours making stops at eighteen
different locations.
Instead,
maybe a breathtaking stroll
through the Jewel Box with its
colorful plants, waterfalls, and
tropical trees will be relief, but
any venture to Forest Park will
be a retreat.
So, the day seems to be
dragging on and sitting in front
of a computer screen is no longer
an option. Bypass the crowded
malls and restaurants and get
acquainted with some areas
not to far from campus. Leave
the confines of the University
and venture to the parks of St.
Louis.

Republicans Of The University
Unite With Political Club
By: Whitney Payne,
News Editor
Some may believe that the
only donkeys and elephants
are over at the zoo. However,
thanks to a new club, there are
some roaming the campus as
well. Politics is a diversified
area and while it may creep into
the classrooms around election
time, for the most part it is kept
out of school discussions. At the
same time, there is a lot of talk
about how young people are not
keeping up on current affairs
and the club may be a good way
to do it.
Kevin Coll, junior, is an avid
Republican who is active in
politics. He has started the club
as a way of gathering together
those who would like to be more
involved in the political workings
ofthe country. “I was a part of the
Saint Louis University chapter
of Young College Republicans,
and I thought it would be nice to
have something like that here on
campus.” The main idea of the
club is to make college students
aware of the goings on in the
political world and educate
them. As their press release
says, “The organization hopes
to be a major voice of strong
conservative values on campus
and bring in a new generation of
young voters.”
Republican is in the title of
the club; however anyone is
invited to join. “Even though
we encourage one side of the
political spectrum, we encourage
opposition,” Coll says of the
group. Since the founding of
Young Republicans, he has tried
to get Joel Lutvy to create a
Democratic group of the same

nature. This means that over the
next few years, campus could
become very political.
One ofthe upcoming obj ectives
of the group is a campus-wide
campaign to register voters.
This will be starting soon and
will focus solely on trying to get
people to sign up, political party
being a secondary factor. Support
is being given to the blue jean
revolution in Belarus as well.
Belarus is known in the media as
the last European dictatorship,
and the people are vying for
democracy. It’s an uphill battle
and protests must be simple.
The protesting will consist of a
large flag made of squares from
various groups around the world.
“A small denim square will be
sent to represent our chapter of
the club,” says Coll.
Impressions about bringing
D.C. to St. Louis appear to
be loud and clear. “I ain’t a
Republican and I don’t like
Bush,” says Clayton McDaniel,
freshman. Paul Blum, senior
believes that, “Politics suck.”
“I don’t know a whole lot about
politics here, except that some
teachers are very vocal about
their political views and others
never make a peep about their
political leanings. The same
goes for students.” Rachel
Cann, sophomore said about her
experience on campus. Angela
Poletti and Katie Donnelly are
both, “not Republican,” and
therefore hold no interest in the
group.
Students on campus have
always seemed to have mixed
feelings about the surge in
politics. While many attended

the rallies at Wash U during
the 2004 presidential election,
following on a day to day basis
requires more effort. Having
the club close to home and run
by people already interested
in politics makes it easier for
someone to follow everyday
affairs more closely. Thus
perhaps as the group ages, it will
be seen as a positive instead of a
negative.
Meetings are held every
Tuesday on the fourth floor of
Medaille Hall. Each meeting
is focused on organizing the
board with what’s going on,
discussing upcoming activities,
educating the members less
knowledgeable in politics, and
brainstorming ways to gain new
members. The club is holding
steady at 15 members right now
with a board comprised of Coll
as president, Kit Crancer as
Vice President, Hilary Norman
as Publicity chair, and Emily
Hahn as SGA Representative.
The group announces meetings
and events on Facebook, which
allows them to reach a larger part
of the campus quickly thanks to
the growing amount of people
joining Facebook.
Coll hopes that when he leaves
the club upon graduating that
the strong young members will
uphold the principles that he
has started with. “There are a
lot of young members, and they
really seem genuinely interested
in furthering the knowledge, so
I have a lot of high hopes for
the group. I think that by the
next election, Young College
Republicans will be actively
involved.”

Five Ways to Get Popular Almost Too Quickly On
Campus
1. Correct people’s grammar all the time. Trust me, people will
love you for it.
2. Start every conversation with, “That’s nothing! Look at this
bruise!”

3. Remember that it’s okay to cry, and while you’re being a
crybaby, everyone else will be getting the girl.

4. Maybe it’s time to put away the t-shirt that was signed by
“Spiderman” outside of K-Mart.
5. Knockout the school bully in the parking lot and kiss the girl
during “Earth Angel” at the Enchantment Under the Sea
dance.
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Golden Hires New Vice President
Students Attend FAB’s
For Institutional Advancement
Cosmic Bowling Night By: Patrick Dolan,
By: Corin Hunter,
Reporter
For some, a night of bowling
conjures up unpleasant images
of an evening jammed into a
smoky and overcrowded alley
where the majority of the bowlers
are retirement bound. Others
recall the frustration of coming
unprepared. Being the amateur
bowler unequipped with clean
shoes or a ball. Just sitting there
as the lonely player all ready to
play in borrowed shoes, but with
no decent ball in sight. Needless
to say, a college student would
probably not envision a night of
wearing alley-issued shoes with
an over 60’s crowd as one of the
top picks for an exciting Friday
night.
Apart from the crusty shoes,
the FAB cosmic bowling event
on February 24th was a night
of anything but the ordinary.
It seems that a new and more
energized sport has spawned
in recent years attracting a
younger generation. “This is
bowling with an adrenaline
kick, an intermingling with the
traditional perks of the sport
set in a club atmosphere,” says
Cherell Johnson, senior member
of FAB. “It’s certainly does not
remind you of your dad’s old
league games anymore.” At
least, in the traditional sport
there probably would not have
been a disco ball hanging from
the ceiling along with four huge
plasma screen televisions blaring
music of 50 cent, the Beastie
Boys, and the new electric slide
called the CHA-CHA. Many of
the students were surprised to
see that the music videos were
provided by the Bowling Music
Network, a reproduction of
MTV. “They are really taking the
cosmic experience seriously,”
says Nikki Giesler, President of
FAB. “It seems kind of weird
when the bowling arena starts to
enter in to the music industry. It
definitely changes how you think
of the old game.” Some students
felt that it was a tacky attempt to
give the crowd a synthetic club
experience.
The trademarked cosmic light
show was a popular feature
that added to the event.
As
soon as the lights dimmed, it
quickly became clear what the
new cosmic concept was: The
old game, but with an excessive

Reporter
amount of flashing lights.
Blinding lights coming from
everywhere direction, making
it difficult for many players to
see which pins, if any, they had
knocked down. “If bowling was
not hard enough, I have to now
try to knock down the pins with
strobe lights in my face and
Metallica blaring in my ear,”
says Johnson. Students had to
compete not only with the black
and neon lights illuminating
the lanes, but also try to dodge
the colorful strobe lights that
continually bounced off the star
shaped imprints found on the
tables and chairs. The effects,
over-the-top as one student
mentioned, made them feel they
were bowling in a Star Wars
movie far away in the galaxy.
Several students displayed
their expert skills while giving
their opinions on the new
cosmic trend. Student player
and coach for the University’s
new bowling team, Charles
Franz was spotted giving
pointers to the other bowlers.
“I’ve been bowling since age
five, but I have to say that I
have always hated the cosmic
bowling atmosphere,” says
Franz. Although he appreciates
the chance to practice his skills
for free, he feels to a true bowler
the new cosmic trend is just a
cheap imitation to the real game.
From the industry’s standpoint,
it is a clever marketing scheme
that exploits the trend’s club
appearance for a quick buck
and a chance to entice amateurs,
but it takes more than just five
minutes of high-tech lighting
and music to make a real bowler
states Franz.
Despite the mixed feelings of
the cosmic bowling experience,
players both new and old can not
deny the popularity that it has
brought to the sport. Whether
one thinks it was a much needed
boost to the traditional game
or if they feel that it is just too
cosmic for their taste, it seems
that the bowling trend is here
to stay. “Regardless of your
skills, everyone should step to
the cosmic bowling challenge at
least once,” states Sara Watson,
Senior. The cosmic experience
could quite possibly be the
desired feature that puts bowling
back on the top-pick list for a
college student’s Friday night.

Spring
Commencement!

10:30 AM Saturday,
May 13

University PresidentDr. Dennis
Golden knows a good thing
when he sees it. His decision to
come to the University is evident
of that. His hiring of William
Rothwell as Vice President
for Institutional Advancement
is also proof. “Dr. William
Rothwell and I worked together
at the University of Louisville,”
Dr. Golden says, “He has first
hand knowledge of his proven,
professional expertise. I am
honored to have Dr. Rothwell
as a member of Fontbonne
University’s executive staff.”
Rothwell joined the University
in September of 2005. And
he has made an immediate
impact. David Sandler, Director
of Development, one of 12
people who work for Rothwell,
appreciates his boss and what he
brings to the University. “It has
been a pleasure working with
Bill. The experience he brings
to the position is immeasurable,
and the energy he possesses is
incredible. You can’t help but
be motivated in his company,”
Sandler says.
A native of Boston, Rothwell
supported himself after high
school by playing hockey before
attending the University of New
Hampshire where he majored in
History and Physical Education
at age 27. From there Rothwell
received a scholarship from
Ohio State University where
he completed his graduate
studies earning his Masters in
Educational
Administration.
Hockey again became a part
of his life as he was hired as
Assistant Hockey Coach at the
University of Wisconsin. “We
had a superb hockey program
there,” Rothwell said, one that
he helped coach to a national
championship in 1973. Smiling,
he adds, “I got my picture on the
cover of a Wheaties box.”

In 1977, Rothwell returned
to the University of New
Hampshire as their Alumni
Director. As director, Rothwell
and his staff received the Case
Grand Gold Award in 1982. “It
is the highest award given to any
institution for fund raising, quite
an honor,” he says. Rothwell
makes sure to credit everyone
involved. “This was not an
award for me, it was for the whole
department.” Next stop was
Penn State University in 1983.
As Executive Director of the
Penn State Alumni Association,
“We had a great run of success,”
he says. At Penn State, the Case
Award was given to Rothwell
and his staff three times, two
coming back to back, which has
yet to be accomplished by any
other institution. Rothwell was
becoming the leader in his area,
and it was not long before he
took his next challenge. In 1989,
the University of Louisville
became the Rothwell’s home
and is where he established a
relationship with Golden.
That relationship is what
eventually led Rothwell to
the University where he has
already made an impression.
“Since his arrival, Dr. Rothwell
has thoroughly energized and
thoughtfully
enhanced
the
Advancement Division,” says
Dr. Golden. The impact does
not stop here at the University,
according to Golden. “He
has also earned tremendous
credibility
throughout
the
greater St. Louis Community.”
Alum Eleanor Halloran Ferry,
‘68, whose husband Daniel J.
Ferry is current Chairman of the
University Board of Directors
agrees, “He’s a real pro, good
things will happen because of
Bill Rothwell.”
Rothwell sees his position
more as a relationship builder
than a fund raiser. “It is people
giving to people, which in turn

prepares people for life,” he
says.
“I owe everything to
education,” he continues, “I
often tell my children that we
are very fortunate because of
God and the opportunity we had
to obtain a good education. To
give back to the institution of
education, which gave me so
much, is an honor,” he says.
What makes the University
so special in comparison to his
previous positions at much larger
universities, Rothwell says is “the
moral fiber we have here because
of the sisters.” He is quick to
point out the advantages he has
here are the same advantages
that the faculty and student body
share as well. “The size of this
University allows for us to build
relationships with one another,”
he says. “We are trying to
build a love affair between the
students and the institution.” A
student is an alum in residence,
according to Rothwell, who will
eventually “make a difference
in the community.” And that
community will most likely be
this one. “90% of our graduates
remain and make their careers in
the St. Louis area,” he says. That
is usually not the case with larger
universities; students often return
home after graduation. Formost
of the University’s students, St.
Louis is their home.
“Without people giving back,
tuition could be $30,000 more
than what it is now,” Rothwell
says. Unlike state schools, the
University does not qualify for
the majority of state funded
programs. “Our money comes
from people giving back, people
who have a relationship with
the University,” he says. That
relationship begins now, with
the current students and staff,
according to Rothwell. And
for now the University is glad
Rothwell
continues
doing
what he does best - building
relationships.

A Tale Of Two Spring Breaks
By: Dominic Dimanche,
Reporter
Ah yes, the long awaited
spring break. This single week
has been known as one of the
sacred holidays of the college
student - right up there with
Christmas and Thanksgiving. As
the day draws closer, everyone
begins to prepare themselves;
putting their minds in the zone
(some even months before),
getting their tickets, losing those
last pounds to be able to fit in
bathing suits, or just trying to
figure out how to pack all your
stuff in a tiny suitcase.
Some students in particular,
will be doing the archetype
spring break: parties, sleeping
in late, and more parties just for
some variety. However, there are
those who go against the grain
and choose to go a different

route to spend their week as
seen in two University students’
stories over break.
For the first story, we begin
with the week of yours truly.
After the hectic months of
papers, midterms, and late
night cram sessions, the idea of
doing nothing for a whole week
was more than appealing at the
time - it was like a dream come
true. That dream was one I was
realizing to the fullest upon
my arrival back home (except
for the few bits of necessary
school work that I forced myself
to bring for the effect of doing
something productive.)
My
days were filled with a simple
routine: wake up at one in the
afternoon, eat countless bowls
of cereal, take a nap, eat some
of mom’s home cooking, watch
TV, and then topple into bed at

2 am (it was a good system).
Being with my mom and brother
again after not seeing them for
months on end, save for a few
weekends here and there, was
the best way for me to recharge
my batteries and get back into
good graces with my mom (who
has just finally forgiven me for
not visiting enough).
The second story comes from
Nabil Pyrce, a fellow University
student living in the St. Joe
residence hall.
Nabil comes from Dubai, a
country from the Middle East
that is full of warm weather,
lively clubs, and huge sand
dunes (how he ended up at the
University is another story).
He took his spring break out

“Break,” continued
on page 11.
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Graduating Senior Reflects On Theatre Student
A Past Laden With Truancies
Proves Talent In
By: Sara Adams,
Editor-in-Chief

Directorial Debut

I have been skipping class
since my sophomore year in
high school. Since then, I have
successfully missed at least two
or three a week and maintained
an impressive grade point
average. I don’t know how it all
began or why, but all 1 know is
that I’ve gotten really good at it.
In high school it took a lot
more finesse than college,
since getting caught meant
consequences;
namely,
detentions and not being able
to walk at graduation if I didn’t
serve them. To be successful
meant coming up with elaborate
lies, sneaking out to my car, and
forging my parents’ signatures.
1 really got quite good. Where
did I go while avoiding my
classes, teachers, and counselors
paroling the halls? 1 would head
to the local Barnes and Noble to
do homework (I know, I skipped
to do schoolwork. Ironic, right?),
or go home, provided both my
parents were still at work. There
was that one awkward time I
walked in when my dad was
waiting for the plumber. Luckily
he seemed to share my class
skipping ideology.
When entering the University
four years ago, 1 thought my
skipping days were over. It’s not
like there were seven classes in
a row from eight in the morning
until two. That’s a rough day.
Fortunately, college schedules
are much more flexible. My
earliest class doesn’t have to be
until noon. I could make it so I
have'no classes on Mondays. Or
better yet, none on Fridays. So
1 thought the skipping pastimes
were over. I was wrong. There’s
just something so appealing
about not going to class. Maybe
it’s knowing that while I’m
napping, heading to Starbucks
with Julie Allen, or stalking
Peter Cartier, class is in session
and others are taking notes that I
can get later. And while there are
no more detentions or me having
to play GI Jane to get to my car,
there is still the consequence
of dropped grades for a certain

By: Lisa Wolk,
Copy Editor

Sara Adams, senior, kicks back while not attending classes.
Photo by: Julie Allen

amount of absences.
Unlike many universities,
ours has an official policy for
attendance, which varies for
each department. According to
the English and Communications
Department, for a class that
meets three days a week, after
missing seven unexcused times
a student can fail. For one that
meets two days a week, more
than four results in the lowering
of one letter grade, and for a
once a week class, more than
three
unexcused
absences
results in failure. These can vary
depending on the professor and
the department, but these are
some serious consequences just
for missing a class. So if I get
all A’s on the tests and papers, I
could still fail due to absences.
This seems a little more than
ridiculous.
I feel that if I can skip classes
and maintain a grade that I’m
happy with (for Literary Theory,
it was a B-, for literature classes,
it was an A), I should be able
to miss without such dire
consequences. And while some
teachers stick to the attendance
policy like it was sent down

from God and delivered on
stone tablets, others have been
much kinder and realized that I
can deal with missing but still
succeed on tests and papers.
The best part about all these
rules is that for an absence to
be excused and your grade to
remain safe you need a note.
This is all well and good when
it comes to doctor and dentist
appointments, but for funerals?
My grandmother died when I
was a freshman at the University
and while I was trying to deal
with her death, I had to hunt
down the funeral director and
obtain a note. It was the last
thing I wanted to do, however,
the University required it.
So here I am, getting ready
to graduate, and wondering,
should I really have skipped
those classes? Probably not.
Did they affect my education at
this institution? Maybe. Is my
knowledge less than it should be
since I missed lectures? I guess
I’ll never know. But what I do
know is that my grades only
suffered because of professors
following useless regulations,
and I’m graduating all the same.

University Plans For New Mascot
By: Dan Koehler,
Reporter
Eureka! I have discovered the
solution to our problem, and it
was right in front of my face the
whole time. I can’t believe that
I didn’t think of it sooner. I had
to wait until it hit me at two in
the morning on a Monday night.
Alpacas! They can solve it all.
For readers who have been
living under a rock for the
past two years, let me explain
just exactly what an Alpaca is.
Imagine this: a giraffe, after a
long day at the office, heads out to
the local bar. After a few drinks.

he encounters a rather stunning
sheep. They begin to talk to one
another, and at closing time they
shuffle into a taxi. The reminder
of this night is the Alpaca, which
is basically the drunken love
child of a giraffe and a sheep
gone horribly wrong.
They are not a new species,
mind you. According to the
aptly named Iloveaplacas.com,
the Alpaca was cherished by
the ancient Incan civilization.
Man did those Incans know
how to make them or what? No
seriously, do they? This one
night stand gone wrong was

brought over to the United States
in 1984 by several innovators
who deserve to be considered
among the likes of the inventors
of the pogo-stick and the semi
colon.
There are two distinct types of
Alpacas. The first type is referred
to as the suri, which grows a
fleece that is comparable to silky,
wooden-pencil locks of fur. This
animal pretty much looks like it
has grown Rick James’ hair all
over its body. The second type

“Mascot,” continued
on page 12.

Junior Adam Flores proves to
his audiences that he is more
than capable of directing with the
University’s recent production
entitled “Proof,” written by
David Audbum. Flores, who
recently won the Ryan Award at
the Regional American College
Theatre Festival, was the lucky
student chosen by the Fine Arts
Department in April 2005 to have
complete control of directing a
full-length production, and his
expectations were far succeeded
by the end result—a packed
house for each showing.
“This was a huge opportunity,
and I am grateful that [the
University] allows opportunities
like this. There is no way a bigger
school would allow a junior to
direct a play like this, which is
a big advantage of going to a
smaller school,” Flores says.
As director, Flores was
responsible for casting, costumes,
set design, lighting, sound, and
everything in between. He chose
sophomore Bess Moynihan to
play the female lead, Catherine,
senior Craig Hinder to play Hal,
Catherine’s love interest, and
junior Kate-Marie Watkins to
play Claire, Catherine’s older
sister.
The nutty professor
archetype in the play, Robert,
was played by David Houghton,
an acting teacher at Florissant
Community College and prior
director of the University’s
production of “Revue Sketches”
by Harold Pinter.
Flores began rehearsing in
December, taking two short
breaks during Christmas and
during the Regional American
College Theatre Festival held in
Fargo, North Dakota in January.
All together, Flores and his
crew put about eight weeks into
rehearsals for the production.
“Proof,” which received the
Pulitzer Prize in 2001, follows
a genius mathematician (played
by Houghton) that falls into a
mental breakdown and dies,
leaving his twenty-five year old
daughter (played by Moynihan)
wondering if the only thing
she has inherited is her father’s
insanity.
The situation is
complicated
by
Claire’s
(Watkins) meddling and desires
to settle their father’s estate
quickly. In addition, Catherine’s
insecurities are made worse
by Claire’s constant questions
about her mental state. No play
would be complete without
a love affair that obfuscates
matters even more, and “Proof’
is no exception. Hal (Hinders),
a former student of the professor,
wants to explore the house
for any signs of undiscovered
mathematical
contributions,
but ends up finding Catherine’s

heart instead.
The first act ends with an
important discovery of a
mathematical proof that was
previously hidden in a desk
drawer.
Catherine insists
she has written the proof, but
Claire and Hal are doubtful.
In the second act, Catherine’s
proof is verified, as is her
sanity. In the end, Hal accepts
Catherine’s genius and is even
humbled by her mathematical
abilities. As the lights dim, the
audience witnesses Catherine
satisfactorily
explaining to
Hal what the proof means, and
leaves with the sentiment that
everything is finally resolved.
The set for the play consisted
of a short platform on which
stood the back side of a house.
The cast’s main entry way onto
the set was the house’s noisy
screen door, which was flanked
by a small round table with
chairs on the audience’s left
and park bench complete with
a flower bed of dead flowers
on the right. The lighting was
a mix of amber and blue hues,
which softly illuminated the cast
and set. Contemporary music
selections set the mood during
scene changes, though not as
effectively as one would desire.
Nonetheless, every element
was meticulously designed and
served the production well.
From choosing the dynamic
cast to designing the simple but
effective set to making sure his
patrons were wholly satisfied, it
is apparent that Flores shined in
every facet of the production. He
even made every possible effort
to create extra seating when the
play was sold out. Though he
gave his best to the production,
he is not completely satisfied.
“It’s every director’s goal to
make the best performance of
that play that’s ever been—and
I’m pleased with the results—but
there is always something you
can fix,” Flores says of “Proof.”
Flores did not comment on
what those items that needed to
be fixed were, but it is doubtful
that the audience would agree
with him. A professor at St.
Louis University had such high
expectations for the play that
attendance for a class of drama
students was mandatory. “I was
surprised that it was a studentdirected play. The quality was
just outstanding,’’Will Wanstreet,
sophomore, says.
From the
emphatic applause and cheering
at the end of the production, it is
clear that most, if not all, of the
audience agreed with Wanstreet.
“Everyone worked hard because
they wanted the show to be good
and that’s what I was blessed
with,” Flores says.
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University Student Upset To Find
He’s Just Like Everyone Else

One Student Wastes
His Life Reading His
Parents’ Magnets

By: Peter Cartier,
Managing Editor

By: Mark Bruder,
Reporter

I guess if I had to do it all
again. I’d be a superhero.
It’s just that, the more I
think about it, the pros seem
to outweigh the cons.
Life
would simply be easier with
superpowers.
It gets kind of tedious driving
around everywhere what with
these high gas prices. I think I’d
rather just be able to run faster
than lightning on acid. “Oh
man, did I leave my shirt at that
hotel in Aspen?” ZIP! “Nope.”
Maybe I have a couple of
leaves in the gutters of my house.
I guess I could get the ladder, but
wait! How about I fly onto the
roof and bum all the leaves with
my heat vision? House catches
fire? Run back to Aspen and
start a new life. Everything is
easier.
Basically, having powers like
reading the teacher’s mind or
becoming invisible when they
ask a tough question could
make life a lot more interesting,
and I think it’s safe to say that
when I wasn’t doing chores
or schoolwork, I’d be making
conscious attempts to save the
world.
It seems like the obvious thing
to do if you have superpowers,
but it’s not always the case.
Take Evie Garland from the
late eighties sitcom Out of This
World. If you remember, she
was part alien and had the ability
to stop time by touching her
index fingers together.
Here’s my argument: Evie had
a power that must be revered, a
power that I desire above all
other powers - she could stop
time! She wakes up, realizes
she’s running late for school,
puts the index fingers together,
and ZAP! Time is frozen, and
she’s able to enjoy her breakfast.
The tragedy here is that in the
five-year tenure of the show,
Evie never makes an effort to
be a superhero. I remember no
episodes where she is thumbing
through news channels or
wandering through the city
looking for an opportunity to
save lives.
No, instead we
watch Evie squander her powers
by simply trying to get through
adolescence. For that matter,
don’t even get me started on
Sabrina the Teenage Witch and
all the time she wastes talking
to that sarcastic cat. It’s just
irresponsible.

Peter Cartier, senior, discovers he cannot fly, move at super speeds, or
utilize heat vision.
Photo by: Sara Adams

I know that I could utilize
powers better than that. As a kid,
I always figured the superpowers
would kick in anytime now.
When I was eleven, I got so
excited because my parents had
sat me down and explained that
they had something important
to tell me. I was sure this was
the moment where they’d tell
me that I wasn’t bom to them
but rather, I was found in a
field and may or may not be
superhuman. Instead, it turned
out that my hamster had died. I
didn’t even have the power to
save Whiskers.
I try to do an inventory of my
powers every once in a while
- nothing extraordinary yet.
I made a diving catch in my
dining room once when a friend
kicked a beer from the kitchen.
I hit a wiffle ball pretty far a
couple years ago. I’m not sure
if it’s a power, but I can turn my
emotions on and off. It’s kind
of a defense mechanism so that I
don’t get hurt. I’ve had to keep
them off ever since I realized
that if my emotions are on
when I hear Europe’s The Final
Countdown, 1 get so pumped up
that I try to karate kick people.
In the same way, anything from
the Monster Ballad CD makes
me play face-melting guitar
solos from rooftops.
I tried to force being a
superhero by looking for an arch
nemesis... other than hippies.
You’re hardly a superhero unless
you have that one enemy that
makes you angrier than when

someone calls Ashlee Simpson
an artist. Superman has Lex
Luthor; Batman has The Joker;
babies have leprechauns. I’m
sure a super enemy is out there
for me and that’s why I get really
suspicious when I hear long,
drawn out periods of laughter
or see forbidden fortresses on
islands.
I tried a couple other superhero
tricks, as well. I made it a point
to always have solid entrances
wherever I went. I would just
set up a smoke machine at the
door and once the smoke reached
that “a hero is about to enter”
level, I would strut through the
doorway, coughing lightly. I
tried to add theme music to the
equation, but I accidentally used
The Final Countdown and the
karate adrenaline mixed with
my asthma from the smoke sent
me into a seizure.
So at this point, I have accepted
that superpowers are nothing but
an intriguing notion to dream
about as I wander through life as
a citizen with only what has been
given to me by the natural world.
I’ll graduate college in a little bit
and be shuffled into a job where
I spend my days looking out the
window at the crowd of people
walking back and forth across
the busy streets. As I watch
them, I’ll have to wonder if any
of them are actually superheroes
at bay, waiting to emerge at the
first sign of danger to save the
day, and as a way to check, just
to be sure... I’ll pull the fire
alarm.

Mark Bruder, senior, contemplates
the wisdom displayed on his par
ents’ refridgerator magnet.

Photo by: Sara Adams

Some products are so obvious,
it enrages me to see them on
store-shelves, knowing I should
have gotten there first. Products
like the Pet Rock or the Polio
vaccine, stuff is practically just
begging to be invented. One
such product was discovered
among the magnets on my
parents’ refridgerator.
It is
simply titled, “101 Ways to
Praise a Child,” and contains a
list of (you guessed it) 101 words
or phrases that express pleasure
or gratitude toward children. I
cannot tell you how many times
I’ve been speaking, and just
suddenly forgotten the English
language, so such a magnet
is terribly helpful, especially
when such a spell happens in
concurrence with the need to
praise a child.
I’ve decided to pull out my very
favorite and share them with the
University. Write these down
on a magnetic strip, and you can
make you’re own magnet (you
can think of 91 other phrases or
so on your own — I trust you).
Amongst the best praises are:
You’re on top of it!
This is a really good one, unless
of course, the “it” referred to the
carcass of your neighbor’s dog.
In such cases, praise is NOT to
be heaped upon the child. It
doesn’t say that on the magnet, I
just felt like I should add that. It
would have saved my neighbor
quite a bit in civil court.
You’ve
discovered
the
secret!
Again, a good one, unless the
secret is that you are the progeny
of the mailman or that your
father is actually a serial rapist.
Again, my neighbor...
You learned it right!
This one is great because
it presents a philosophical
question for your child to
ponder — is it possible to learn
something wrong? Wouldn’t
learning something wrong, by
definition, not be learning at all,
as the student is no better off
than before the . lesson? Ponder

that one while I drive you back
to your mother’s house, buddy.
You’re a real trooper!
“Yes, mom, I get it. I’m a
trooper. I’ve been one for ten
years, ever since I got out of the
academy! Good Lord, can you
please think of a new praise for
me? Just look at the magnet!”
Hot dog!
I like this one because it’s
really old-timey. Imagine, little
Junior comes home:
-’’Mommy, I scored the
winning goal in my soccer
game and everyone cheered and
carried me off the field!”
-’’Hot dog!”
-’’Hot dog? What year is this,
1938?”
You’re unique!
Is this one praise? Apparently
so. Of course, my cousin Marty
is unique in that he likes to dress
up in his mother’s clothing and
try to stab his parrot with a
spork. I don’t think that deserves
any praise. I’ll have to write the
developers of this magnet for
some clarification on that one.
Now you’re flying!
Any praise that sounds like it
could come from a stock drug
dealer in a cheesy after-school
special is all right in my book.
Cue the freak-out montage.
You are fun!
This is a good reminder for
parents — reassure your teenager
that, even though they are sitting
at home on Saturday playing
Scrabble with their parents, they
are, in fact, fun. Triple word
score!
I respect you!
Yes, nothing means more to a
child than the respect of a person
who has to learn compliment's
off a magnet.
So there you have it. Should
you ever need to praise a child
and the standard phrase of,
“Here is your praise,” leaves
the child somewhat unsatisfied,
simply pull out this list and bust
out an, “I respect you,” or “Hot
dog,” and watch the child’s face
light up with glee. Either glee or
confusion. The magnet makes
no guarantees.
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Student’s Confession:

University Students Attend Campus
Ministry’s First Metanoia Retreat
By: Krista Brown,
Features Editor
Going into the Metanoia
Retreat on Friday, March 3, I
was expecting to have a little
fun, relax, get some prayer time
in, and maybe meet a few new
people. What I wasn’t expecting
was to come away from the
experience with a whole new
outlook on life, sixty new
friends, and a much closer and
more fulfilling relationship with
God.
Metanoia, the University’s
first-ever
weekend
retreat
which was planned by Campus
Ministry, took place during the
weekend of March 3-5 at the
Pallottine Renewal Center in
Florrisant. Upon arrival, students
were assigned their rooms (and
roomates), given the introduction
by Director of Campus Ministry
Tony Mravle, and were broken
into smaller groups which they
would participate in throughout
the weekend. Everyone was
welcomed with open arms,
hearts, and ears by fellow
retreatants as well as the leaders
and directors.
And Metanoia couldn’t have
been more successful—many
students were able to open up
and express themselves, come
closer to God, and make many
new friends. Through the fun
group activities such as the skits
or group discussion, along with
other events like the Saturday

night praise and worship service,
or all of the encouraging and
enlightening talks from groupleaders about various Christian
issues such as prayer, Metanoia
guests were blessed beyond
expectations. One retreatant,
undergrad Kevin Lee Gray says,
“The Metanoia retreat was an
awakening experience that filled
all of our hearts and minds with
God. His presence was felt in
every aspect, because He was on
this retreat with us.”

The Metanoia Retreat also held
a certain theme, the “Paschal
Mystery,” which refers to the
death, rising, and going-forth of
Christ during His life on earth.
Each day—Friday, Saturday,
and Sunday—were assigned a
different part of the theme, Die
Day, Rise Day, and Go Day.
The student-leader who gave
a very emotional and heart
felt discussion on the Mystery
was senior Tina Marquart, who
related the subject to everyday
life and gave insight to her
listeners.
Other interesting events held
during the Metanoia retreat
include a guided meditation in
which students were encouraged
to open up their hearts and listen
to God. This meditation was
directed by sophomores Melanie
Bernds and Ashley Brown, who
captivated their audience and
lead them into complete spiritual

relaxation. Another exciting
activity was the hilarious smallgroup poster making contest,
in which the groups came up
with a group name and created
a poster to go along with the
theme of the retreat. Some
group names included “Bill’s
Angels,” “Alphabet Soup,” and
“Fontbonne Cinnabon Deluxe
Edition,” which sophomore
group member Julie Allen
explained that, “Jesus is the
gooey center to our delicious
cinnabon!” to a laughing and
applauding audience.
Experiencing Metanoia, which
means spiritual conversion or
awakening, was truly something
that has held a lasting influence.
Through tons of laughs, many
tears (of sadness and joy), and
the guidance from team leaders
and the Campus Ministry
directors Tony Mravle and Tasha
Weitl, Metanoia retreatants were
given the opportunity to learn
more about God while learning
more about each other in the
process. This is one Fontbonne
event that has helped to change
the lives of the many University
students that took part in it—
bringing us all closer to each
other, to ourselves, and to God.
Being a part of Metanoia #1 has
been quite an experience—and
continues to be a blessing as
I “go forth” into my everyday
life.

Campus Ministry held their first Metanoia Retreat March 3-5.
Photo by: Tony Mravle

“Break,” from page 8.
of St.Louis and went on a
whirlwind tour of the east coast,
hitting New York, Washington,
and New Jersey, just to name a
few. For his break, he spent his
week hopping all along the east
coast taking in the sights and
landmarks. “It was a tiring but
fun at the same time,” says a
spent Nabil as he falls into a chair
with the memories of family met
during his travels, the sights
seen, and the overall experience

shared among everyone he met
there sinking in.
As he recalled the time
he spent over break, it was
extremely noticeable through his
demeanor and look that it would
be something hard pressed to
forget, even if he wanted to.
This was simply two stories of
how two students spent their
time away from school, and
it probably would not be very
hard to find hundreds of other

tales from hundreds of different
people all over this campus
and beyond. However, there is
inevitably one common thread
that runs through every single
story whether they are wild
and crazy, quiet and private, or
involving a run in with the border
patrol and smuggled oranges
- they all have something about
them that will never be forgotten
by the vacation goer for a long
time to come.

I’m In Love With The President
By: Adrienne Reed,
Opinions Editor
I have a confession... a
huge confession. For the past
seven-and-a-half
semesters
that I’ve been a student at the
University I’ve had a crush on
the most honorable, reputable
administrator here. That’s right
- I am in love with Dr. Dennis
Golden.
Lust is nowhere in the context
of this fondness, and I’m not
going to turn into a crazier
version of Alicia Silverstone
in the movie “Crush,” or the
lunatic Glenn Close in “Fatal
Attraction.” I simply love Dr.
Golden’s character and his
stature... the Italian swagger and
slick back hair isn’t bad either.
I can still remember my first
encounter with the president. I
was a young 17 year old attending
the scholarship luncheon for the
incoming freshmen in August
2002. He spoke. Like almost
everyone else, I expected a long
and boring speech on the ways to
have a successful college career,
but he fooled me. His dialect was
alluring, and you could hear that
“Godfather-like” tone coming
out into words of perseverance
and motivation. The 6’4 man
in that nicely tailored black suit
had my attention.
Every student receiving a
scholarship that day was required
to take a picture with Dr. Golden.
I can remember having to sit
through a 20-minute anxiety
period just because my last name
began with “R.” I learned to hate
the continuation of alphabetical
order in higher education. When
it was my turn, I was nervous,
but he gently placed his hand
on my shoulder. I exhaled and
smiled for my lifetime souvenir.
I tacked that picture onto the
door of Room 313 in St. Joe’s
Hall my freshman year and
taped it to the wall in Room
340 in Medaille for two school
years. Now, the picture rests
on my nightstand in Southwest
Hall with small tack holes in the
top portion reminding me of its
longevity.
For the years to come, I find
myself purposefully crossing his
path near his office in Ryan Hall,

or going back into the cafeteria
to see what food he likes to
eat. Dr. Golden never ignores
my presence, which makes
my antics worth the while. He
could be talking to a table full
of administrators, professors,
or staff, and still acknowledge
my presence with a, “How are
those classes coming along,
Ms. Reed,” or a “There she is,”
accompanied with a friendly
wink. All the while I am smiling
so hard that my cheeks start to
cramp and my nostrils wildly
flare.
My friends laugh at me all
the time when they see how
alert I become when someone
across the room mentions Dr.
Golden’s name. And my college
comrades also know that their
conversations must come to
an abrupt end if he walks into
the vicinity. Every time it’s the
same routine. I’ll see him, jump
up, and walk to where he is to
present him with a friendly hug
while updating him on the latest
“A” papers or my achievements
on the Dean’s list.
Many people might not
understand why I am so fond
of Dr. Golden, but he is indeed
a sincere man. Who else would
turn down a chance to play
professional football with the
New York Giants to take a
position as Dean of Holy Men
at Cross College? Who else
faithfully uses the phrase EIWPGP, which stands for Everything
is Working Perfectly- God’s
Plan? Who else has so much
passion for the academic
excellence of all people? Who
other than he persevered and
became the first male president
at this University diversifying it
despite its all female foundation?
No other person than Dr. Dennis
Golden, and for that he deserves
all of my admiration.
As the completion of my
college career slowly creeps
upon me, and hopefully comes
to a halt in December, I have one
wish. I want to eat dinner with
the president and his lovely wife,
Mrs. Monica Golden. Hopefully
my wish will come true, and we
will dine over motivating and
humor-filled conversation.

“Sometimes, when I’m
studying or writing a
paper, I just think, ‘Jesus,
if you want my opinion,
this would be a really
good time for a second
coming.’” -Julie Allen
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Women’s Basketball Works Hard
Women’s Lacrosse
And Reaps Rewards As Season Ends
Coach Affects
By: Nicki Burnett,
Athletic Department Reporter
By: Nicki Burnett,
Reporter
As a predominately female
campus, it is only natural to see
women in head administration
positions. Sister Barbara Dreher
is a Chancellor, Peggy Musen is
the Associate Vice President for
Enrollment Management, and
Randi Wilson is the Associate
Vice President for Student
Affairs to name a few prominent
women on campus. So it only
makes sense that the Athletic
Department follows the same
pathway. On September 1,2005
Erin Odegard began her tenure
here at the University as the
Assistant Athletic Director, the
Senior Women’s Administrator,
and Women’s Lacrosse Head
Coach.
Her journey began in the small
Eastern state of New Jersey. “I
was bom in Red Bank, New
Jersey; but I grew up in Port
Monmouth,” stated Odegard,
proud of her hometown. While
growing up she partook in
several sports, ranging from
soccer, basketball, softball, field
hockey, and finally her passion:
lacrosse. This is where her love
for athletics grew.
For her first year of college,
Odegard attended Castleton State
in Vermont. However, she lasted
there for one year. “I could not
stand the slow pace of Vermont.
I was too used to the fast pace of
Jersey, I couldn’t get used to it,”
confessed Odegard. The next
year, she enrolled into Brookdale
Community College closer to
her hometown, in Lincroft, New
Jersey. There she obtained her
Associate’s Degree in Business
Administration. After obtaining
her degree, she realized that
she missed Castleton, so she
returned for the next two years
and received a degree in Sports
Administration with a minor
in Coaching and Recreation.
Finally, she attended Springfield
College in Massachusetts for her
Master’s Degree in Education
with a concentration in Athletic
Administration.
Odegard’s next step is not a
common career choice. While
on the US Lacrosse website
looking for a position coaching
lacrosse, Odegard came across
a job choice in Canterbury,
England at The King’s School.
“I was a Physical Education

teacher and a girl’s lacrosse
coach at The King’s School for a
year,” stated Odegard. She had
hopes that lacrosse could cross
over and become a mainstream
sport in Canterbury. However,
the administration had a
different opinion. They did not
feel it could thrive as a primary
sport, so Odegard again decided
to pick up and move on.
Again using the World Wide
Web as a catalyst for her career,
Odegard came across the
University while viewing the
NCAA’ website in February
of 2005. After contacting the
University, she was given a
phone interview, and in July
she came to St. Louis for an
on-campus interview. “At the
end of the interview, Coach
(McKinney) offered me the
position,” exclaimed Odegard.
With some universities around
the country struggling to keep
up with the regulations of Title
IX, which requires equality in
sports based on sex, Odegard
is confident the University will
be able to keep up with the
rules and regulations. “I feel it
is important, as women’s sports
evolved since the inception
of Title IX, that women start
to take administrative roles
at schools,” Odegard said.
However, unknown to Odegard,
a high school boy’ basketball
tournament was held over
Christmas break in the DSAC and
there was no girl’s tournament to
accompany it. Odegard assured
that, “this will not happen again
in the future.” She plans on
keeping up with the regulations
set by Title IX.
As for the womens’ lacrosse
team next year, Odegard has a
positive outlook. “We won’t
be as experienced as all of the
teams we will be playing, but
the teams we will be playing
have only had a program for two
or three years,” stated Odegard
optimistically. She is hoping that
with hard work and dedication,
the new program will take off
and the team will be able to
come away with some wins.
With the optimism and passion
Odegard has displayed in just
several short months, she will
undoubtedly become, and stay,
one of the University’s top
women in an administrative
position.

Vacationing in Hawaii and
victory parties aren’t the only
thing the Women’s Basketball
team had a handle on this year.
With a 12-2 record, junior Kristin
Chamberlain, says that, “We are
all an asset to the team. It doesn’t
matter if you are a starter, a top
scorer, or someone who doesn’t
make it off the bench. In some
way, we have all contributed to
the success of the team-whether
it’s been during a game or just
pushing each other to be better
during practice.”
On the weekend of February
24th, the outcome of a heated
game against Webster followed
by a challenge against Maryville,
“was a blast” says Chamberlain.
“As underdogs, we sure put up
a good fight. We beat Webster,
who had beaten us .twice before
in regular season, then went into
overtime with undefeated, top
ranked Maryville.” Coach Keith
Quigley has remained optimistic
claiming that, “we took our

beatings early, but it has paid
off in the end...I worked them
hard.”
Keeping afloat the stats of the
team can prove to be a difficult
task, but technology has proven
this problem a negligible one.
A few clicks of a mouse will
take anyone who is interested
to www.sliac.org, where one
can navigate to “women’s
sports,” and “basketball.” The
easy to read charts can make
sense of the scores to anyone;
even those illiterate to athletics.
Chamberlain, a category leader
in field goals, three point shots,
free throws, points and more
can be found on the website as
well as the rest of her top scoring
teammates including Michelle
Reale, Kasey Thompson, and
Liz Sharpe-Taylor. Overall and
conference statistics can be also
be located.
If keeping track of basketball
statistics and a set of car keys
simultaneously sounds like
a tough job, try managing a
University sports team, a full

time course schedule, a part time
job, and “some sort of social life.
It can be stressful at times,” says
Chamberlain. “But I’ve learned,
with the help of a wall calendar,
to manage my time wisely.” Her
dedication to the game is clear
when she says, “You have the
rest of your life to relax and
do whatever you want, but you
only have four years to play ball
in college. You have to love the
game.”
The team is currently winding
down into their off-season
and will only meet with other
colleges occasionally in order
to keep in shape. “Although
we’re not required to, we all
work out on our own during our
off-season,” says Chamberlain.
“I like this time that we get off
because it gives us time for
school, work and friends.” She
and the rest of the University’s
athletes’ dedication has not gone
unnoticed, and they each deserve
recognition for the “discipline
it takes to play at the college
level.”

Some nay-sayers may turn
their nose up to costs. To them
I yay-say this, an alpaca is
depreciable over a span of five
years so the owner gets a tax
cut while the pack grows. Now
that is amazing! But that’s not
all! The first $100,000 a farmer
spends on his alpaca farm can
be depreciated as well on taxes.
Every expense, from food to
veterinarians to advertising
alpacas is deductible. It just
keeps getting better, but wait,
it’s not over just yet! Alpacas
are 100% insurable, unlike that
dumb cat you have now that
claws all of your friends’ faces
when they come over to your
house.
Now for the real benefits. The
University could offer a new
major, Alpaca Farming. We
could sell their fleeces for a
profit, as well as the off-spring
once they mate.
Once the
animals have run their course
through life (they live for 15-20

years) just think of the specialty
bar in Ryan Hall: “Miss Maggie’s
Deep Fried Alpaca.” FAB could
have one of their crazy events,
fittingly called “Alpaca Racing.”
It would also give our inebriated
friends something to do as well.
No one realizes just how fun
alpaca tipping is until you have
done it, so I say do not knock it
until you try it.
But in all seriousness now,
the profits raised from this
obvious financial gain could
be put toward the purchase and
construction of a new residence
hall. It could also go toward
the renovations of our academic
buildings. Maybe the sports
teams could auction them off as
fundraisers for trips. Again the
possibilities are endless.
And to think, it was all possible
because of a drunken hook-up in
the animal kingdom. Long live
Mother Nature!

“Mascot,” from page 9.
is known as the huacaya. This
lovely creature most resembles
Tina from the cult classic
“Napoleon Dynamite.”
But enough exposition about
the greatest animal in the animal
kingdom since the DoubleChested Red Bottomed Sloth.
Now for what the Alpaca can
do for the University. Well,
to be honest, the possibilities
are endless, but I will outline a
suggested course of action.
The under-used Meadow and
the grassy area in Southwest
Hall just scream to be covered by
these jerry-curl, mullet-looking
animals. We have the potential
to raise funds for our new
dormitory hall by purchasing
these amazing breeders and
selling their fleece, or just
keeping it to ourselves because,
yes, it is just that good. Here
is the kicker, a breeding female
only costs $10,000-$40,000; at
the same time, a stud would cost
a measly $5,000-$35,000.

University Students Speak Out
Regarding the ever-changing nature of science, will Edward
Scissorhands ever be granted citizenship in the states?
“You know who I never see in movies? Queen Latifah. I know she makes
them, I’d just rather bum out my eyes than watch them.” -Carrie Griffin,
Recess Education
“Why do I always feel guilty calling a foul in my weekly pick-up games? I
did nothing wrong!” -Nicholas Goodspeed, Doodling Major

“I really don’t understand this section of the newspaper. Are these real
questions or what?” -Sharon Kurtz, Undeclared

